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the Tsar's difficulties arising from the war with Japan to
reopen the negotiations of the preceding autumn with the
Tsar and secure his signature to a treaty of alliance. Some
months earlier such a treaty had been discussed between
them and a draft had been drawn up only to be rejected
by Russia for fear of offending France. Now, perhaps, was
the time for getting it signed after all.
The Hohcnzollern steamed into the harbor of Bjorko
and dramatically dropped anchor along side of the Polar
Star. "Willy" and "Nicky" exchanged visits. It was a
scene which appealed vividly to the Kaiser's histrionic
temperament. His exaltation of mind may be judged by a
few selections from his autograph letter to Billow, which
covers six printed pages, giving the story of what happened
in the cabin of the Polar Star:
Wisby, July 25,1905
My dour Billow:
By my telegrams you have already learned that the
work of rapprochement has been crowned and the game
won. . „ .
And now that it is done, one is surprised and says; How
is such a thing possible? For me the answer is very clear!
God has ordained and willed it thus; in spite of all man's
wit, in scorn of all man's intrigues, He has brought together
what belonged together 1 What Russia rejected in pride last
winter, and what she tried in her love of intrigue to turn
against us, that now she has most joyfully accepted as
a gracious gift after the fearful, stern, and humiliating hand
of the Lord has brought her low. I have done so much
thinking in the last days that my head has throbbed to be
sure that I am acting aright, always to keep in mind the in-
terests of my country no less than those of the Monarchical
Idea in general
Finally, I raised my hands to the Lord above us all and
committed myself to Him and prayed Him to lead and guide
me as He wished; I was only the tool m His hands and I

